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INTRODUCTION

e Easy Steps to Chinese includes 8 books and has three stages:
Stage 1—Books 1 and 2; Stage 2—Books 3, 4, 5 and 6; and Stage
3—Books 7 and 8. The primary goal of this series Easy Steps to
Chinese is to help the students establish a solid foundation of
vocabulary, knowledge of Chinese and communication skills
through the natural and gradual integration of language, content
and cultural elements. This series adopts a holistic approach,
and is designed to emphasize the development of communication
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

® Fasy Steps to Chinese comprises 8 colour textbooks, each of
them supplemented by a CD, a workbook (starting from Book 6,
the textbook and workbook are combined into one book), a
teacher’s book with a CD and unit tests. Books 1-3 are also ac-
companied by picture flashcards, word cards and posters.

The design of this series has achieved:

e A balance between authentic and modified language
All the oral and written materials have been modified and carefully
selected to suit the students’ level, so that a gradual development
of the target language can be achieved.

e A balance of focus on language and culture
This series provides ample opportunities for the students to exper-
ience the language and its culture in order to develop intercultural
awareness and enrich their personal experience.

e A balance between language knowledge and communica-
tion skills
Explicit knowledge of the target language is necessary and impor-
tant for the students to achieve accuracy, fluency and overall com-
munication skills. This series is designed to ensure that know-
ledge-based language learning is placed within a communicative
context, resulting in the improvement of both linguistic knowledge
and performance.

e A balance between a broad and controlled course
This series serves as a core while offering a broad range of
vocabulary, topics and various text types to meet the different
needs of the students.
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e A balance between the “oral speech” and the “written form”
This series aims to balance the importance of both oral and writ-
ten communication skills. The development of writing skills is
embedded in the course, while oral communication skills are be-
ing developed from the outset.

This series covers:

@ Pinyin is introduced to the students from the very beginning. The
pinyin above the Chinese characters is gradually removed to en-
sure a smooth transition.

@ Chinese characters are taught according to the character forma-
tion system. Once the students have a good grasp of radicals
and simple characters, they will be able to analyze most of the
compound characters they encounter, and to memorize new cha-
racters in a logical way.

e Grammar and sentence structures are explained in note form.
The students are expected to use correct grammar and compound
sentence structures in both oral and written forms to communi-
cate when their overall level of Chinese has steadily improved over
the years.

e Dictionary skills are taught once they have learned radicals and
simple characters. The students are encouraged to use dictiona-
ries whenever appropriate in order to become independent learners.

e Typing skills are taught when the students have learned some
basic knowledge of Chinese.

e Listening practice is designed to help the students develop their
ability to infer meanings of unfamiliar words and content.

@ Speaking practice involves students using Chinese to communi-
cate their thoughts spontaneously in real-life situations with accu-
racy and fluency.

@ Reading skills are developed through regular reading of simple
passages to suit the students’ level. Gradually, they will develop
skills and confidence when reading articles in newspapers, maga-
zines or on the Internet in order to expand their vocabulary and
knowledge of modern China, and to get in touch with the current
issues emerging within China and around the world.

o Writing skills are gradually developed through a process of guided
writing on topics familiar to the students. Written tasks will be-
come easier, as the students learn to organize their thoughts co-
herently and logically, and develop the skills to select appropriate
vocabulary, sentence structures and genres to construct an effec-
tive written piece with accuracy and fluency.
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The focus of each stage:

o Stage 1 (Books 1 and 2): « pinyin « strokes and stroke order « the
structures of Chinese characters « tracing of characters « radicals
and simple characters » dictionary skills « typing skills « listening
skills « speaking skills « reading skills « writing skills: guided writ-
ten assignments around 100 characters

e Stage 2 (Books 3, 4, 5 and 6): « radicals and simple characters
+ formation of phrases « expansion of vocabulary « simple gram-
mar and sentence structures « dictionary skills « typing skills
» classroom instruction in Chinese « listening skills « speaking
skills « reading skills « writing skills: guided written assignments
between 100-300 characters « exposure to modern China and
Chinese culture

e Stage 3 (Books 7 and 8): « classroom instruction in Chinese
» expansion of vocabulary « grammar and sentence structures
+ dictionary skills « typing skills « listening and speaking skills
through spontaneous interaction « reading practice on a daily ba-
sis » writing skills: independent written assignments between 300-
500 characters « exposure to modern China and its culture « con-
temporary topics: current issues around the world

® This series is designed for non-Chinese background students at
both primary and secondary levels. Book 1 starts with basic know-
ledge of Chinese. Students at primary 5 or 6, or Year 7 students at
secondary level can start with Book 1.

e With three periods, of approximately three hours per week, most
students will be able to complete one book within one academic
year. Fast learners can spend less than a year completing one
book. As the 8 books of this series are continuous and ongoing,
each book can be taught within any time span.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Here are a few suggestions as how to use this book:
The teacher should:

e Go over with the students the phonetics exercises in the textbook.
At a later stage, the students should be encouraged to pronounce
new pinyin on their own.

e Emphasizes the importance of learning the basic strokes and the
stroke order of characters.

e Guide the students to analyze new characters and encourage
them to use their imagination to aid memorization.

e Expect the students to memorize all the radicals and simple cha-
racters they have leared. The students should be encouraged to
memorize as many characters as possible in each lesson.

e Create opportunities for the students to practise their dictionary
and typing skills.

e Provide every opportunity for the students to develop their listen-
ing and speaking skills during class time. A variety of speaking
exercises included in the textbook can be modified according to
the students’ ability.

e Skip, modify or extend some exercises according to the students’
levels. A wide variety of exercises in both textbook and workbook
can be used for class work or homework.

The texts for each lesson, the audio and phonetic exercises are
on the CD attached to the textbook. The symbol indicates the
track number, for example, ) is track one.

Yamin Ma
July 2006, Hong Kong
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Lesson 1 Pinyin, Basic Strokes  $2 H7

1) Vowels: @ Consohants:
aoeiul b p m f
d t n |

g k h

J a X
zh ch sh r

Z C S Yy W

third tone

first tone
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( |
| % Listen and circle the correct pinyin. /' Listen and add a tonal mark to the pinyin.
m PT Pl 1. bo 2. bu 3. bi
‘ a MU ma
4. pi 5. pa 6. Mu
fa fa 00 A& = -  y  TTTTTTTTT TTTTTTTTT TTTTTmTTTT
5 . 7. MO 8. M 9. pu
bl bl gz [ | e e E___
06 po 10. fa 1. fu 12. bo
y pl
.o ,.
- mi m I' i Name each stroke
bd b 1. 2 3 4,
- — >~ | )
i Group work. Try to pronounce them correctly. i | héng
1. baba 7. shazi - 5. 6. 7. 8.
: € tonal marks are
) . placed on the vowels, - \ J | ’
2. yéye 8. |1zl e.g.
ba mu
_ _ 2. Some words have |
3. mama 9. gugu neutral tones, so no eQeeeccocccccccse » 080
tonal marks are Llsten and write down the plnyln W|th tonal marks ' 5
needed, e.g.
4. didi 10. bizi 9ok ey ol |
2 _ - =
i 5. shdshu 11. dizi 5 =
Bl _ [
& 6. ldba 12. shizi E




