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The common language of the Han nationality in the People’ s Republic of China is

Mandarin Chinese. Beijing phonetics are regarded as the standard pronunciation and the basic
dialect is the dialect of the northern part of the country. The standard modern Chinese written
works become grammar examples.
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Generally speaking, a single Chinese character is equal to a syllable. The structure of
a Chinese syllable is quite simple, usually being composed of an “initial” and a “final”
with a tone. An “initial” is the first part of a syllable and there are 21 in total. Following
the “initial” is the “final” , which can be classified into three types: the simple final,

compound final and final with a nasal ending. Tones can distinguish meanings in Mandarin
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Chinese. The Chinese phonetic alphabet have four tone marks, , which are

placed on the major vowels of the “final” .
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EIRESREE TR ER LT L, WP—8Hh “aoeiul”.

Tone marks are marked on the main vowels of the syllable, and the order normally as “a o e

iuu”.
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m Exercises

= LT HEAIEY Read the following syllables
(=)o wé (D7 <nle(4R) ta (&) ba () shi (&)
CZ) B (=) chd (%) sha ()

sha (#F)

B AASFETESY, ARNS
First read the following syllables aloud, then distinguish the syllables
(=) " ma md . ma "ma fa fd
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F—R EHE () |].

E Wr5i% Listen and read
giche (%% )
ol (E)A)
lisé (%ké&) sl (A

chlzliché ( H#L% )

haxi ("F9R) 2 (BE) A (BdR)
' . dddi (4149)  ffgé (AHE)  dlshl (ik#)
pffd  (EAE) izhé  (de#)
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